[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.wmf]





[image: image1.emf] 

[image: image2.emf]  The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. A school newsletter can be a great way to develop a strong relationship with parents. First, choose a short title or theme for your newsletter — something like "School News," or “Back to School.”  If you’d like,  you  can also add a   date and   volume number  for yo ur  newsle t ter.   Next, establish how much time  and money you can spend on your  newsletter. These factors will  help determine how frequently  you publish the newsletter and  its length.  


The annual Franklin Youth Baseball registration and signup sessions for the 2012 season begin January 1st on line at � HYPERLINK "http://www.sportsmanager.us/links/FranklinYouthBaseball/OnlineRegistration.asp" \o "http://www.sportsmanager.us/links/FranklinYouthBaseball/OnlineRegistration.asp" �http://www.sportsmanager.us/links/FranklinYouthBaseball/OnlineRegistration.asp�.  Walk in registration will be held at the Franklin Elks Lodge, Pond Street, on January 28 from 8 to Noon and on February 4 from 8 to Noon.   Franklin Girls Softball will also be holding their registration at this time.  First time players, and any player not having participated in the spring season of 2011, must register with a copy of their birth certificate.  A $50 late fee will be applied per player for every registration after March 1. Please see page 4 of this newsletter for additional information regarding registration and fees.  Also note that when signing up an 11 or 12 year old on line, you should sign up under Triple A.  All 11 and 12’s should sign up under Triple A.  Those players returning to the Majors as a 12 year old will be placed in the Majors before the season begins.


Any child born May 1 through August 31 in the years 2003 through 2005 is eligible to play within his/her grade level.  This is a one time option to play at grade level in the 7, 8 and 9 year old divisions. Please see page 3 for complete details and note that any parent/guardian considering this option must come in person to one of the registration dates.


High School Players - FYBO will be offering a Twilight League for High School students not playing on their H.S. Baseball team.  Sign ups will begin January 1st and end after the High School teams have been picked.  Please see page 3 for details.


For further details such as the FYBO Registration Policy and Refund Policy, please consult see the links provided on our web page: Franklinyouthbasaeball.com














AA Coordinator		Bob Collins


Asst. AA Coordinator	Tully Cunningham


A Coordinator		Scott Kay


Asst. A Coordinator	Mike Arone


Bantam Coordinator	Jim Donovan


Asst. Bantam Coord.	Mike Fradkin


Rookie Coordinator	Kevin Papa


Asst. Rookie Coord.	Open


Equipment Manager	Larry Pollard


Snack Stand Coord.	Open


Fund Raising Manager	Lauren Egan


Summer League Rep.	Tony Noviello


Director of Umpires	Jim McGuinness
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Fundraising Events / Scholarship Program














The FYBO Board of Directors is looking to fill the following positions for 2011 – 2012: Snack Stand Coordinator, American League Assistant Coordinator,  Assistant Triple A League Coordinator and Assistant Rookie League Coordinator.  Anyone interested, please contact a board member or email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:FranklinYouthBaseball@yahoo.com" ��FranklinYouthBaseball@yahoo.com�


The Snack Stand Coordinator is responsible for coordinating all activities related to the Snack Stand at Fletcher Field during the Spring and Summer seasons.  This includes and is not limited to ordering supplies, scheduling the teenage workers, opening and closing the Snack Stand daily and handling all financial duties related to the Snack Stand.  This position is extremely vital to the success of our program.  The financial impact to FYBO if there was no volunteer to run the Snack Stand would be devastating and could result in having to find alternative ways to raise funds.


The AL Asst. Coordinator (13, 14, 15 year olds) will perform duties as delegated by the league coordinator. Asst Triple A (11/12 year olds) Coordinator and Asst Rookie League Coordinator (7 year olds) are responsible for "Picture Day" activities and other duties delegated by the league coordinators.

















FYBO anticipates approximately 1,100 players in the program this year.  As such, there will be managing and assistant coaching positions available at all levels.  Anyone interested in coaching should sign up at the walk in registration.  Applicants must fill out a CORI form and provide a copy of their driver’s license.


In addition to managers and coaches, FYBO is also in need of volunteers for such things as field preparation, field maintenance and equipment maintenance.  Other volunteer opportunities may arise during the season, such as selling soft goods at registration and tryouts.   Any person considering volunteering should fill out the application at registration or contact your league coordinator.


Teenage Umpires are needed for A, AA and AAA.  Anyone age 13 or older and interested can sign up during the walk in registrations January 28 and February 4 from 8 am to noon at the Franklin Elks Club.  











  


 














Teenage Umpires are needed for A, AA and AAA.  Anyone interested can sign up during the walk in registrations January 30 and February 6.














"People ask me what I do in winter when there's no baseball. I'll tell you what I do. I stare out the window and wait for spring." - Rogers Hornsby” 























Open Board Positions





Important - Please note that any player/parent who has previously chosen the play at grade level option and played in Single A (9 year old division) in the Spring of 2011 can make their decision to move up with their grade level or repeat Single A by emailing: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Franklinyouthbaseball@yahoo.com" ��Franklinyouthbaseball@yahoo.com� before to March 1st.  If he/she does not inform FYBO of their decision it will be assumed they choose to continue to play at grade level.


      FYBO would also like to remind parents/players that by choosing this option there is the possibility that the player may not be eligible to play on a Summer All Star team, dependent on the age requirements of that league.  Summer All Star leagues have their own rules and age requirements and FYBO cannot control those requirements.








"Every day is a new opportunity. You can build on yesterday's success or put its failures behind and start over again. That's the way life is, with a new game every day, and that's the way baseball is." - Bob Feller





 �





Help Wanted – Coaches, Volunteers, Umpires





The Bill Capen Memorial Golf Classic will be held this year in late August.  The money raised provides for the Bill Capen FYBO Scholarship Fund given each year at Franklin High School and 3 additional scholarships available for upcoming graduating seniors who are past players in the program. As a matter of convenience for those interested in playing, the tournament will be held again on a weekend.  FYBO hopes that holding it on a weekend will ensure a larger group of players.  Dinner and prizes will immediately follow the golf. We are counting on a lot of support from baseball parents and former players, this year.


The FYBO Scholarship Program consists of four awards given to former players
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On Deck for 2012














Play At Grade Level / Breakdown of Years and Ages 


























The FYBO Board of Directors has been busy working toward providing an exciting and fulfilling program for 2012.  As soon as the new board was voted on in September, committees were formed to explore ways to enhance the organization and better serve our players.  The Rules Committee has gone through all of the leagues' rules to ensure clarity and to adjust the rules to keep the game interesting while still challenging.  The Branding Committee is looking at ways of improving the FYBO brand in Franklin.  You will see a new Logo, a Facebook page, changes to the web site, merchandise and other ways of getting the FYBO name out there.  The Player Safety Committee is looking into ways of improving the children's safety.  One improvement they have discussed is First Aid courses for every coach in the organization.  The Registration Committee was tasked with making the process a little better and clarifying some of the rules.  Other enhancements being discussed include ways to provide more baseball opportunities.  The Summer Bantam League has been a success, as was the first Year of the Twi Light League for High School age players, so FYBO is exploring other avenues of providing more baseball for our members.





Birth Date Range�
FYBO Age Level Play�
FYBO Division�
Eligible for Option to Play Up at Grade Level ?�
FYBO Division�
�
9/1/05 – 4/30/06�
N�
Not eligible�
NA�
NA�
�
5/1/05 - 8/31/05�
N�
Not eligible�
Y�
Rookie - 7�
�
9/1/04 – 4/30/05�
Y�
Rookie - 7�
NA�
NA�
�
5/1/04 - 8/31/04�
Y�
Rookie - 7�
Y�
Bantam - 8�
�
9/1/03 – 4/30/04�
Y�
Bantam�
NA�
NA�
�
5/1/03 - 8/31/03�
Y�
Bantam�
Y�
Single A�
�
9/1/02 – 4/30/03�
Y�
Single A�
NA�
NA�
�
5/1/02 - 8/31/02�
Y�
Single A�
N�
NA�
�
9/1/01 – 4/30/02�
Y�
Double A�
N�
NA�
�
9/1/00 – 4/30/01�
Y�
Majors / AAA�
N�
NA�
�
9/1/99 – 4/30/00�
Y�
Majors / AAA�
N�
NA�
�
9/1/96 – 4/30/99�
Y�
Big Diamond Division�
N�
NA�
�






FYBO recognizes that any child born between May 1 and August 31 is not playing at their respective grade level and that playing within his/her grade level is something that is important to a child.  As a result, any child born May 1 through August 31 is now eligible to play within his/her grade level if he/she so chooses.  Eligible players will be anyone born May 1 through August 31 in the years 2002 through 2004, in addition to any new registrants in subsequent years (i.e. 6 year olds wishing to play at the Grade 7 level).  This is a one time option to play at grade level in the 7 (Rookie), 8 (Bantam) and 9 (Single A) year old leagues. At the end of the 9 year old season, the Parent/Guardian will make a final decision to allow the player to either advance in all following years at grade level or repeat and stay in the 9 year old division and advance in following years at league age.


Any parent/guardian considering this option must come to registration in person, fill out a letter of intent to play at grade level and 


provide a copy of the players’ birth certificate.  FYBO Board members will be available to answer any questions.












































FYBO is now on FACEOOK, search for our page by: Franklin Youth Baseball Organization





Upcoming Events


AA, AAA & Majors Skill Sessions, March 16, 17, 18 (tentative)


Big Diamond Division Tryouts,  March 16, 17, 18 (tentative)


Big Diamond Leagues (Ages 13 thru 15) Opening Day, April 14th


Small Diamond Leagues Opening Day and Parade, April 21, 10 am


Bill Capen Jr. Golf Classic, Late August





graduating from High School who participated in FYBO for five or more


years, two of which were at the


13 to 15 year old level.  The program is funded solely by the Bill Capen Memorial Golf Classic, in memory of the former FYBO member who died from complications with cancer.  All proceeds go to the scholarship program.  Also required is a G.P.A. of 2.5 (C average) or higher and a written essay.   A scholarship committee reviews the essays and determines who shall be awarded the scholarships. 





If you have questions, would like to sponsor a hole or just wish to help please email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:FranklinYouthBaseball@yahoo.com" ��FranklinYouthBaseball@yahoo.com�.























Welcome to the 2012 season of Franklin Youth Baseball.  This past year several members of the Board of Directors handed off the reins after many years of service.  Please join me in thanking Mark Eccher (President), Dave Montanaro (Vice President), Doug Ayotte (Director of Baseball) and Steve Carden (Coordinator), among others, for their years of dedication and continual efforts to improving FYBO.�    I would also like to thank everyone that took the coaches survey this past summer.  We gathered some important information and have formed committees to address some of the issues, please see page 3 for more information regarding the committees and what they have been working on. In other news, this past fall work was done on the infield of Fletcher 3 and the infield of the small diamond at King Street.  FYBO is also now on Facebook. Please go to Franklin Youth Baseball Organization and check out our page.








Dear Franklin Parents and Youth Baseball Participants,





    To keep a general theme from our last President: We need everyone to step up and volunteer some of their time to help the organization.  You do not have to be a coach or assistant coach to volunteer but you can contribute in little ways like raking the field or helping at the snack stand to name a few. Neither role is time consuming or labor intensive but it does make things easier for the coaches and the Board Members.  It takes a lot of volunteers to keep this organization going and we can use everyone's help.


   


   If you have any questions, suggestion or comments, please feel free to contact us at:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:FranklinYouthBaseball@yahoo.com" \o "mailto:FranklinYouthBaseball@yahoo.com" �FranklinYouthBaseball@yahoo.com���Thank you everyone and have a good year,�Doug Dean�FYBO President
















































































































































































Batter Up





Annual Franklin High School baseball Spring Training Clinic





Get ready for tryouts and the Spring Season by attending the FHS Spring Baseball Training Clinic.  All players will participate in drills and receive instruction on hitting, fielding and throwing techniques.  The clinic will be held Saturday March 3, 2012 at the FHS Field House from 8:30 to 3:30.  Go to franklinyouthbaseball.com for further information.  There is a link at that location for the informational flyer and enrollment form, fill it out and follow the payment instructions.





MISSION


FYBO is a 501-C3 non-profit organization dedicated to teaching baseball to Franklin boys & girls while instilling the ideals of good sportsmanship, team play, honesty, loyalty, courage and respect for authority. The FYBO will attempt to provide a positive environment that will also remain sensitive to the physical and emotional well-being to all participants. 





�





Batter Up








FYBO Apparel for sale


FYBO will be selling Franklin Baseball T Shirts and Sweatshirts during walk in registration, January 28th and February 4th.  Prices will range between $10 and $20.





Walk-In Registration Announcement





FYBO will again be offering a Twilight League in the Spring for High School students not playing on their H.S. Baseball team.  The intent of the league is to provide an opportunity for High School students who do not make their H.S baseball team to continue playing the game in a low-key, yet competitive league.  Cost will be $80.00.  The league will consist of one or two games game a week, with a minimum of ten total games, to be played on Saturday and/or Sunday afternoons.  One change from last year is that there will be 14 to 15 players to a team.  Last year showed that other commitments made it necessary to increase the number of players per team.  Sign ups will begin January 1st at walk in registration or on line at the following address: � HYPERLINK "http://www.sportsmanager.us/links/FranklinYouthBaseball/OnlineRegistration.asp" \o "http://www.sportsmanager.us/links/FranklinYouthBaseball/OnlineRegistration.asp" �http://www.sportsmanager.us/links/FranklinYouthBaseball/OnlineRegistration.asp�. 





Twilight League for High School Students








Questions regarding registration may be directed to:


John Fenton,


Director of Baseball:


E-mail:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:FranklinYouthBaseball@yahoo.com" ��FranklinYouthBaseball@yahoo.com�





When:	Saturday, January 28th 8 a.m. to Noon


Saturday, February 4th 8 a.m. to Noon


Where:	Franklin Elks Lodge, Pond Street, Franklin


Who:	All children interested in playing FYBO baseball in the spring of 2012.  To be eligible to play, children must have attained the age of 7 but not have exceeded the age of 15 on May 1, 2011 (unless your child falls under the age change grandfather clause rule or the Grade Level option detailed on page 3).





Fees:	An additional $10 is already included in the registration fees.  In lieu of other fundraising vehicles, FYBO add2 the $10 to be used as a raffle in which all players are automatically entered in and the drawing will be held on Opening Day


League Ages 7 and 8		$90


League Ages 9 through 12	$115


League Ages 13 through 15	$140


Family maximum 		$275.


All registrations are “first come, first served.”


Fees may be paid by cash or check made payable to FYBO.


Online registration is available and encouraged for any player that participated in the spring season of 2011: � HYPERLINK "http://www.sportsmanager.us/links/FranklinYouthBaseball/OnlineRegistration.asp" \o "http://www.sportsmanager.us/links/FranklinYouthBaseball/OnlineRegistration.asp" �http://www.sportsmanager.us/links/FranklinYouthBaseball/OnlineRegistration.asp�.  Please note: those choosing the Play at Grade Level option must register in person and cannot register on line.


What is needed: For those who played last year, payment is all that is needed. For those who are new to the program, please bring your payment and a copy of the players birth certificate.  FYBO will not retain a copy of the birth certificate, however, must review it before authorizing the registration.  For those eligible to choose to play at grade level, you must appear at registration with a copy of the birth certificate and payment.


When signing up an 11 or 12 year old on line, you should sign up under AAA.  Those players returning to the Majors as a 12 year old will be placed in Majors.  Tryouts will be held for AAA players and 11 year olds.  


During signups you will be receiving a package that includes a copy of the Code of Conduct, liability releases, coaching applications and CORI forms, if applying to coach.


Late Registration: A request to register a player after March 1, may be allowed at the discretion of the Director of Baseball.  In the event a late registration is allowed, a $50.00 late fee, per player, will be assessed in addition to the registration fee.












































President		Doug Dean


Vice President		John McKenzie


Treasurer		Walter Mason


Secretary		Kurt Doyle


Director of Baseball	John Fenton


Asst. Dir. Of Baseball	Nick DiCicco


BR/Pony Coordinator	Phil Chisholm


NL Asst. Coordinator	Dave Comfort


AL Asst. Coordinator	Open


Majors Coordinator	Don Chmielinski


Asst. Majors Coord.	John Roche


AAA Coordinator	Tim Saunders


Asst. AAA Coordinator	Open


























