Franklin Youth Baseball Organization


Meeting Minutes

February, 18, 2010
Present:  Mark Eccher, Dave Montanaro, Walter Mason, Kurt Doyle, Doug Ayotte, Tom Benham, Paul Richmond, Dave Comfort, Don Chmielinski, Steve Skaza, Nick DiCicco, Bob Collins, Tully Cunningham, John King, Larry Pollard, Carolyn Rodgers, Jim McGuinness
Secretary’s Minutes

· Minutes from January 28, 2009 – approved

The Rules Committee for the big diamond divisions met and there were only a few proposed rule changes.  Doug Ayotte said he will go over them with the Board, open them up for discussion and then come back with the recommendations in writing for the next meting.
· Pitch Count for the big diamond divisions was a major topic during the rules committee meetings.  Paul Richmond spoke about FYBO instituting a pitch count policy at the senior level and then considering it for the small diamond divisions as well.   Discussion included the following:

· How would it be monitored between opposing teams?  

· What would the limit be?  How many days rest would be required and how would that be structured?  Paul suggested going by guidelines provided by Dr. James Andrews.

· What are the other towns doing?  As far as members could tell, they were not aware of any neighboring town currently using pitch counts.  Milford had used it and it is believed that they have abandoned it.  Jim McGuiness said he will check with someone from Milford Youth Baseball.

· A straw poll was taken to see if the majority would like to see pitch counts instituted for the Small Diamond and Big Diamond divisions.  The majority said Yes, dependent on the outcome of what is found regarding Milford and what they have done with Pitch Counts.

· Wording Change for the Big Diamond divisions.  If a pitcher stops pitching he/she cannot pitch again in that game.  Doug will fine tune the wording.
· All Star Qualifications – The 60% of games played to be eligible for All Stars was discussed.  The issue discussed is that a player may be eligible with 60% or more at the time of All Star selections, however, what if he/she misses the remaining games and dips below the 60% by seasons end?  Also, what if a player is ineligible at the time of selection, but then makes every game up to the end of the season and is then eligible.  It was agreed that Doug will work on the wording for the rule to note that a player must compete in 60% of his/her games at the time of All Star selection and at seasons end as well.

2010 Enrollment is down significantly compared to prior years.  Doug said that there are approximately 150 less sign ups than at this time last year.  The biggest concern is at the Majors/Triple A age where there are 67 less players than in 2009.  If the season were to begin today Triple A would have only 30 players.  While some late sign ups are expected, it is a concern to have only 4 teams in the AAA.  The $50.00 late fee has been waived through the end of February.  The next step is to look further into the number for Majors to see how many 12 year olds are not returning.  Doug will also look to see how many 11 year olds there will be.
Registration Form Disclaimer – It has been recommended that FYBO include a disclaimer on the registration forms noting that the Parent/Guardian acknowledges that injuries may occur during baseball activities and waiving FYBO of any and all liability.  Mark said he will get the correct wording.
Golf Tournament Update – Nick DiCicco has started work on the Golf Tournament and the committee plans to meet soon.
Opening Day Honorees – Don Schamber, Sheila Schamber, Jim Loughlin and Ted Stawarz of Metrowest Provisions (sponsor) were nominated and unanimously voted as Opening Day Honorees.  
Open Board Positions
· Triple A Coordinator and Fund Raiser remains open

· Steve Gatewood was nominated and unanimously voted as the Director of Umpires.

Fields – Steve Skaza said that the netting for the cage at Dacey Field has been delivered.  Steve also mentioned that Dan and Beth Shaughnessy, on behalf of Textron Inc., have generously donated six Job Boxes for various fields. 
Snack Stand – The Coke refrigerator is expected to be fixed February 26th.  Carolyn also mentioned that Honey Dew will be donating coffee this Spring as long as it is served in Honey Dew cups.  Honey Dew is also interested in Sponsoring a team again.
Equipment – There has a change to the requirements for barrel size of bats at the senior level for games played outside of town ball.  The legal size of the barrel will be changing to 2 5/8.  The drop stays the same however, the barrel size will change.  This change is for All Stars, not the regular Spring Season.. 
Miscellaneous
· Doug will send out to coordinators the list of coaches who signed up 
· It was agreed that we would not meet on February 25th and would then meet on March 4th and March 11th.

Meeting adjourned 8:55 p.m.

Next Meeting
· March 4th, 2010

TBD
Future Meeting Dates
· February 25th, 2010

High School, Room L127

· March 11th, 2010

High School, Room L127

· March 25th, 2010

High School, Room L127

· April 8th, 2010

High School, Room L127

· April 22nd, 2010

High School, Room L127

Respectfully submitted,

Kurt Doyle

FYBO Secretary

