Franklin Youth Baseball Organization


Meeting Minutes

March 10, 2011
Present:  Mark Eccher, Dave Montanaro, Walter Mason, Kurt Doyle, Doug Ayotte, Steve Carden, John King, Dave Comfort, Don Chmielinski, John Roche, Scott Kay, Jim Donovan, Bob Collins, John McKenzie, Tony Noviello
Secretary’s Minutes from March 03, 2011 – approved
Rules Committee Review of proposed rule changes.

· The following rules for All Star election were discussed and then a motion was made and unanimously approved to accept the rule changes in red for Single A, Double A and Triple A.

10.04
Election
a)
Each Manager will identify who he/she determines the top five players within his/her league (American/National) to be (Managers can NOT vote for players on their own team).

Each Manager will identify who he/she determines the 10 players within the league. (Managers can NOT vote for players on their own team)

b)
Of the players nominated and seconded, Managers will rank only five players.  The rating system will be 5 through 1 (5 the highest or top choice).

Of the players nominated and seconded, Managers will rank only 10 players.  The rating system will be 10 through 1 (10 the highest or top choice).

c)
The All- Star Committee will tally the votes and announce the top four (4) vote receivers in each league (Single A League Coordinator and the Director of Baseball will tally the votes).

The All- Star Committee will tally the votes and announce the top eight (8) vote receivers (Single A League Coordinator and the Director of Baseball will tally the votes).
· Big Diamond Pitching Rule
· A motion was made and approved to accept the rule changes in red for 8.10 of the Babe Ruth / Pony pitching rules.
From:
In the event a player throws one or more pitches in any game for a high school or middle school  baseball team outside of the FYBO he/she will no longer be eligible to pitch in the FYBO League. Any pitcher deemed ineligible to pitch in accordance with this Rule may later be deemed eligible to pitch provided the alternate league coach provides the Coordinator a letter expressly stating that the player will no longer pitch in the alternate baseball program.

To:

Players listed as pitchers on alternate baseball team rosters (middle school, high school, AAU) will be allowed to pitch no more than 2 innings per game and no more than 4 innings per week not to exceed 7 innings combined between leagues they are participating in.  Any violation of this rule may result in disciplinary action including forfeiture of games that player pitched in prior to exceeding the maximum combined innings.  Forfeit decisions and appeals will be at the sole discretion of the Babe Ruth Coordinator and the Director of Baseball.  High School pitching rules supersede this FYBO pitching rule.
· Pony / Babe Ruth - Dave Comfort proposed using the existing Pony Rules as the template for rules combining the National and American Leagues.  A list of rule numbers that will be changed was handed out to the Board for purposes of the review.  The proposed changes were read, explained if necessary and discussion took place for some of the rules.  Following are some of the highlights, not a complete list.  Please note that not all rule changes are listed here.  There were a large number of changes and up to this date (03/18/2011) only a hard copy has been provided and that hard copy did not have the complete rules only a high level listing.
· Adding a mercy rule of 15 runs for the Playoffs.

· Each year any player who wishes to be eligible to be drafted into the National League must attend a tryout. Each year all players will re-enter the draft.
· The National League draft will be an open draft.  Players of any age may be selected in any round of the draft.  National League teams are limited to a minimum of one 13 year old per team and a maximum of two 13 year olds.
· Call up rules for the American and National League were discussed and amended.
· There will be free substitution at the start of each inning.  The only time a player can come from the bench in the middle of the inning is to replace an injured player or to replace the pitcher.

· A rule requiring Babe Ruth approved bats only was discussed due to the new regulations for composite bats. It was agreed that Spring of 2011 will be the last year for composite bats to be allowed.  They will not be allowed in Summer All Star play.

· Kurt asked that someone send him the requirements so he can have them posted on the web site to inform players and parents before they buy any bats that they will not be able to use.

· A motion was made to accept the rule change proposals as reviewed and discussed.  Approved.  Dave said he will draft up the rules with all appropriate changes.
· No rules changes for Rookie, Bantam or Majors
Summer All Star Committee review – Tony Noviello reviewed what the All Star Committee has been discussing.  The following are some of the highlights.  Discussion took place and the board was asked to think about these and to be prepared to discuss further at the next meeting.

· Draft Procedure – in order to provide a more competitive balance amongst the Hock and Tondorf teams, a new format for player selection was proposed.  The first eight players voted by the coaches will be placed on the Hock, then voting will take place for an additional eight players to be placed on Tondorf, then four coaches selections for Hock will take place and then four coaches selections for Tondorf.

· Selecting the teams before Memorial Day in order to give coaches and players more time to practice and prepare for the summer season.

· Assigning summer league coaches earlier than normal.

Coach Approvals – The American League is still looking for four or five more coaches.  The following additional coaches were approved: Mark White, Bill Perry, Tom Thayer, Tony Dulong and Rob Schrager.
Next Meeting
· March 24, 2011

King Street Fire Station

· April 7, 2011


King Street Fire Station

· April 21, 2011


King Street Fire Station

· May 12, 2011


King Street Fire Station

· May 26, 2011


King Street Fire Station

· June 9, 2011


King Street Fire Station

· June 23, 2011


King Street Fire Station

Respectfully submitted,

Kurt Doyle

FYBO Secretary[image: image1.png]



